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Segment C: Downtown Bellevue  
Segment C travels between 
approximately SE 6th and NE 12th 
Streets. The segment transitions 
from the primarily residential and 
commercial area of south Bellevue 
to the dense, urban central 
business district of Downtown 
Bellevue, a major regional urban 
center. Key destinations in 
Segment C are Bellevue�s 
downtown core and transit center 
and the Overlake Hospital and 
Group Health medical centers on 
the east side of I-405. The City of 
Bellevue�s downtown plan 
anticipates adding approximately 
27,000 housing units and 77,000 
jobs between 2000 and 2030. The 
Hospital or Ashwood/Hospital 
Station could be an interim 
terminus. 

Alternatives 
There are ten alternatives in 
Segment C:  

 Preferred 108th NE At-Grade 
Alternative (C11A) 

 Preferred 110th NE Tunnel 
Alternative (C9T) 

 Bellevue Way Tunnel 
Alternative (C1T) 

 106th NE Tunnel Alternative 
(C2T) 

 108th NE Tunnel Alternative (C3T)  

 Couplet Alternative (C4A) 

 112th NE Elevated Alternative (C7E) 

 110th NE Elevated Alternative (C8E) 

 110th NE At-Grade Alternative (C9A) 

 114th NE Elevated Alternative (C14E) 

There are two preferred alternatives in this segment, 
one with an at-grade profile (Preferred Alternative 
C11A) and one with a tunnel profile (Preferred 
Alternative C9T). ST2 provides funding for an at-grade 
or elevated alternative in Segment C. Additional 
funding sources would be required for the Sound 

Transit Board to select a tunnel alternative in this 
segment. 

Because of the dense development in Downtown 
Bellevue, potential construction staging areas have 
been identified in this segment, and impacts 
associated with these areas have been assessed. 
Although these staging areas are included in property 
acquisition impacts, portions of these areas would be 
available for redevelopment after construction. 

Components 
Old Bellevue Station:  This underground station 
serves C1T only. 

108th Station: This retained-cut station serves Preferred 
Alternative C11A only. 
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East Main Station: This station serves routes 
connecting from Alternatives B3, B3 - 114th Design 
Option, or B7. This station would be in a retained cut 
for Alternatives C2T or C3T, or elevated for Preferred 
Alternative C9T, Alternatives C4A, C7E, C8E, or C9A. 
With Preferred Alternative C9T from B2M, an at-grade 
East Main Station Design Option on 112th Avenue SE 
would replace the SE 8th Station in Segment B. 

Bellevue Transit Center Station: This station serves 
all alternatives, with elevated bridges for Alternatives 
C7E and C14E; at-grade for Preferred Alternative C11A 
and Alternatives C4A and C9A; and underground for 
all tunnel alternatives.  

Hospital Station: This elevated Hospital Station serves 
Preferred Alternatives C11A and C9T and Alternatives 
C1T, C2T, C9A, and C14E and would not preclude 
development of a pedestrian or trail connection over 
NE 8th Street that would be designed and constructed 
by others. Potential interim terminus. 

Ashwood/Hospital Station: This elevated station, 
serves Alternatives C3T, C4A, C7E, and C8E. Potential 
interim terminus. 

Traction Power Substation Locations: Substations 
would be located at Main Street and 112th Avenue NE 

(Preferred Alternatives C11A, C9T), the Hospital Station 
(Alternatives C1T, C9A, C14E), or the 
Ashwood/Hospital Station (Alternatives C3T, C4A, 
C7E, C8E). 

Connectors to Segment B 
From 112th Avenue SE: Preferred Alternative C9T and 
Preferred Alternative C11A connect from Preferred 
Alternative B2M. Alternatives C2T and C3T connect 
from B2E. Alternatives C4A, C7E, or C9A connect 
from both B2E and B2A alternatives.  

From District Courthouse: Alternatives C2T or C3T 
connect from Alternative B2A via tunnel under Surrey 
Downs Park. 

From Bellevue Way: Alternative C1T uniquely 
connects from Alternative B1 via Bellevue Way NE.  

From Alternative B3 and B3 - 114th Design Option or 
Alternative B7: These connectors follow similar routes 
south of Main Street along 114th Avenue SE to the 
East Main Station before crossing Main Street to all 
Segment C alternatives except Alternative C1T. These 
connectors would not include an East Main Station for 
Preferred Alternative C11A and C14E.

Comparison of Segment C Alternatives  
The at-grade alternatives (Preferred Alternative C11A, 
C9A, and C4A) would have similar ridership, cost, 
and cost-effectiveness. The tunnel alternatives 
(Preferred Alternative C9T, C1T, C2T, and C3T) would 
have the middle to high-end range of ridership but 
also the highest estimated costs, which makes them 
less cost-effective. Preferred Alternative C9T is the 
shortest, least expensive, and most cost-effective of the 
tunnel alternatives. Tunnel alternatives present the 
greatest construction risk. Alternative C8E would have 
the highest ridership of the elevated alternatives, and 
Alternative C14E would have the lowest.  

Alternative C1T would require the most residential 
displacements, while Preferred Alternative C9T and 
Alternatives C9A, C2T, and C3T would have the 
fewest business displacements. Generally, connectors 
from 112th Avenue SE (B2M, B2A, B2E) would have 
higher displacements but lower costs than other 
connectors. All noise and vibration impacts can be 
substantially mitigated, except for a few instances of 
residual vibration impacts for C11A, C9T, C4A, C8E, 
C9A, and C14E. Long-term visual impacts would only 
occur with C3T, C4A, C8E, and C9A. 

Construction impacts in Segment C would include 
lane closures, dislocating buses from the Bellevue 

Transit Center, utility relocation, noise, vibration, dust, 
truck traffic, and associated impacts on businesses. 
Tunnel construction would require longer 
construction periods than elevated and at-grade 
portions. Bellevue Transit Center would be closed 
during construction for C1T, C2T, C3T, and partially 
or fully closed for the Preferred Alternatives C11A and 
C9T. Preferred Alternatives C11A and C9T would affect 
landscaping and portions of the Courthouse parking 
of Surrey Downs Park, but C9T would also affect a 
portion of the Courthouse building during 
construction. The connection from Alternative B2A to 
tunnel Alternatives C2T and C3T would require 
construction staging at the current District Court 
location at the north end of Surrey Downs Park, 
whereas connections from B2A for other Segment C 
alternatives would only affect the street-side 
landscaping. After construction, the park would be 
restored. Alternatives that cross I-405 at NE 12th Street 
(Alternatives C3T, C4A, and C8E) would occupy much 
of McCormick Park, which would be restored and 
possibly enlarged after construction, but there would 
be a residual visual impact. Construction of Preferred 
Alternative C11A and Alternatives C2T, C3T, and C4A 
could temporarily change the setting of the potential 
Surrey Downs historic district.   
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Preferred 110th Avenue NE Tunnel Alternative (C9T) 
Preferred 110th NE Tunnel Alternative (C9T) connects 
with Preferred Alternative B2M, or connects with 
Alternatives B3, B3 - 114th Design Option, or B7, which 
would include the East Main Station. From B2M, C9T 
begins on the east side of 112th Avenue SE, then 
transitions to the west side at SE 6th Street before 
turning west into a tunnel portal on Main Street. C9T 
then turns north under 110th Avenue NE to the 
Bellevue Transit Center Station at NE 4th Street. C9T 
continues north to NE 6th Street, turns east and exits 
the tunnel portal, transitions to an elevated profile in 
the center of NE 6th Street, and then crosses to the 
north side of NE 6th Street to pass over 112th Avenue 
NE, I-405, and 116th Avenue NE. C9T then turns north 
along the former BNSF Railway corridor, crosses NE 
8th Street to the elevated Hospital Station within the 
former BNSF Railway corridor. 
The C9T � East Main Station Design Option is a station 
option on 112th Avenue SE with a connection from 
Preferred Alternative B2M that would replace the SE 8th 
Station in Segment B. 
Evaluation Summary 
Markets Served by Stations: Bellevue city center, City 
Hall, Bellevue Transit Center, Meydenbauer Center, NE 
6th Street pedestrian corridor, Overlake Hospital and 
Group Health medical centers east of I-405. 
Estimated Cost: $790 million to $1,025 million. 
Ridership: Forecasts predict 7,000 to 8,000 daily 
boardings at the stations in this alternative in 2030.  
Transportation Impacts: Preferred Alternative C9T from 
B2M includes an at-grade signalized crossing at 112th 
Avenue SE and SE 6th Street. SE 1st Street would be 
closed at 112th Avenue SE and SE 4th Street would be 
realigned to the 112th Avenue SE/SE 6th Street 
intersection to maintain access to the neighborhood. 
One intersection would not meet intersection operation 
standards and have greater delay than the No Build 
Alternative. Operational traffic management strategies 
would be proposed at this location to improve the 
efficiency of the downtown roadway system. 
Potential Environmental Impacts During Operation: 
Preferred Alternative C9T from B2M would result in 46 
residential and 17 business displacements. With a 
connection from either Alternatives B3 or B7, C9T would 
result in no residential and 18 business displacements. 
Realigning SE 4th Street would require permanent 
acquisition of 0.5 acre of Surrey Downs Park. Land 
acquired along 112th Avenue SE would be landscaped 
and replace land used in Surrey Downs Park. A Bellevue 
Transit Center Station entrance would acquire a portion 
of the NE 2nd Pocket Park; however, this park would 

remain usable as open space. Although C9T would 
require property acquisitions along Main Street and 112th 
Avenue SE, it would not affect the potential Surrey 
Downs historic district. It would result in 119 to 140 noise 
impacts, all of which Sound Transit would mitigate. 
Vibration would affect three buildings with Preferred 
Alternative C9T and eight buildings with C9T - East Main 
Station Design Option. With both scenarios, one vibration 
impact would need to be further addressed during final 
design. Groundborne noise would impact one building, 
but this impact would be fully mitigated. 
Temporary Impacts During Construction: Detours 
and lane closures from cut-and-cover tunnel 
construction would increase congestion, affect 
residents and businesses along 110th Avenue NE 
between Main and NE 6th Streets; however, traffic and 
access would be maintained to the extent possible. 
Adjacent businesses would experience temporary 
adverse impacts from changes in circulation, access, 
noise and dust. 112th Avenue SE, Main Street, and NE 
6th Street would also likely have partial road closures. 
The Bellevue Transit Center would be partially or fully 
closed, requiring transit service modifications.  Cut-
and-cover construction would require underground 
utilities to be either relocated or suspended to 
minimize disruptions in service and soil settlement. 
Construction Risks: Construction risk would be high. 


